Aisha Kahlil

Aisha Kahlil possesses a dynamic, innate power and range in jazz, blues, contemporary, and traditional African vocal styles and techniques.  Her performances of See See Rider and Fulani Chant earned her the title of best soloist from the Contemporary A Cappella Society of America (CASA). Fulani Chant, written by Kahlil, was also included on the soundtrack Down in the Delta, directed by Maya Angelou, and in a film produced by the Breast Cancer Fund titled Climb Against the Odds. Her composition, Wodaabe Nights, was featured in the film Africans in America. 
She has appeared in Joseph Papp’s off-Broadway production of The Haggadah, 
co-composed and performed in the musical Two Thousand Seasons, and performed the music of Ma Rainey in the Jazz in the Palm Court series at the Smithsonian Institution.
Aisha’s film credits include Beloved, starring Oprah Winfrey, and original music for the film Freedom Song, starring Danny Glover. Her arrangement of Strange Fruit was featured in Freedom Never Dies, a PBS production of the life of Harry Moore.  
In 2005, Aisha was a finalist with her own band, MyKa and the Whole World Band, in the annual Battle of the Bands contest, sponsored by Discmakers, and is a winner in the International Songwriting Competition (ISC) performance category with her original song, The Jewel Light. 

A master teacher in voice and dance, Aisha has taught at the Institute for Contemporary Dance, The Joy of Motion, the Boston Center for the Arts, Leslie College, and the D.C. Black Repertory Theatre.  She has taught and lectured at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, and at Maharishi International University. 
Aisha has toured with her band in the islands of Hawaii, performing at the Four Seasons Lodge at Koele, and most recently at Studio Maui and Casanova’s, performing songs from her CD release Magical, featuring her own original compositions and arrangements. 

